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FIRST  LINCOLN -DOUGLAS  DEBATE 


i  i .'■  ! 


October  Ih,   19V3 


Mr.  George  V.  Watkina 
630  Catharine  St. 
Ottawa,  111. 

Dear  Mr.  Wetkins : 

Thank  you  for  forwarding  Information  about  the 
Lincoln  picture  which  you  have  raade  and  ve  have  "been  interested 
in  seeing  it  although  I  do  not  feal  ve  would  care  to  acquire 
it  as  our  Budget  does  not  allow  for  the  acquisition  of  oil 
paintings. 

Thank  you  for  sending  the  interesting  broadside  which 
we  are  glad  to  keep  for  our  collection  and,  of  oourse,  we  are 
also  keeping  your  letter  on  file  in  case  we  should  have  inquiries 
about  your  painting. 

t  The  little  out  slip  from  the   v^turday  Evening  Post 
is  being  routed  to  the  proper  department  and  under  the  same 
oover  we  are  returning  two  pleoes  -  the  snapshot  photograph 
and  the  newspaper  which  you 

Very  truly  yours, 


LAW:VM  Director 


FIRST  LINCOLN -DOUGLAS  DEBATE 

Washington  Park,  Ottawa,  III.,  Sat.,  Aug.  21, 1858 

The  time,  3  p.  m.  Senator  Stephen  A.  Douglas  had 
finished  speaking  the  first  hour.  Lincoln,  his  oppon- 
ant  for  the  U.  Si  Senatorship  of  Illinois,  arose  and 
removed  his  linen  duster,  handing  it  to  Mr.  Cook, 
saying:  "Hold  my  coat,  while  I  stone  Stephen."  (A  humorous 
reference  to  the  Biblical  account  of  the  stoning  of  Stephen) 

Over  10,000  people  had  crowded  the  public  square.  On  the 
eve  of  the  debate  Ottawa  had  become  a  tented  city,  with 
the  glow  of  camp  fires  in  every  direction  competing  with  the 
feeble   illumination   of  the  city's   new  gas  lighting  system. 

Douglas  wore  a  new  b'ue  suit  with  shiny  buttons  and  a  ruffle  front  shirt, 
with  lace  cuffs,  in  contrast  to  the  black  suit  and  summer  vest  of  Lincoln. 

Two  parades—one  for  each  speaker— had  disbanded  as  the  speaking  be- 
gan, the  banners  of  the  marchers  being  much  in  evidence  during  the  de- 
bate. One  such  harranged  Douglas  for  the  Dred  Scott  decision.  Another 
decried  the  Kansas-Nebraska  bill.  The  crowd  was  in  a  holiday  mood, with 
hawkers  crying  out  their  wares  of  ague  pills,  foods,  etc.,  while  a  hot  Aug- 
sun  looked  down.  All  day  long  the  clouds  of  dust  bespoke  of  'much  agog,' 
from  all  manner  of  conveyance. 

In  the  background  is  the  Columbus  street  school,  built  1856,  and  to  the 
right,  the  Plymouth  Congregational  church.  A  photographer  was  trapped 
on  his  "portable"  platform.  In  front  of  the  school  is  Douglas'  coach  which 
conveyed  him  from  Peru.  Rather  obscure,  to  the  left,  the  Lincoln  carriage 
furnished  by  Henry  Sherrill,  of  Lisbon,  drawn  by  his  four  horses.  Lincoln 
came  from  Morris  on  the  Rock  Island  railroad  where  Sherrill  and  a  del- 
egation met  him,  and  drove  to  Mayor  Glover's  home,  The  welcome  ad- 
dress for  Douglas  was  made  by  W.  H.  W.  Cushman  at  the  Geiger  House. 
Young  women  of  Ottawa  had  festooned  the  stand  with  August  flowers. 
This  done,  one  Jady  "suggested  that  they  decorate  the  Lincoln  carriage. 
Old  Chief  Sha-be-rte  (Stiabbona)  stood  behind  the  stand  while  Douglas 
spoke,  but  getting  tired,  climbed  upon  the  elevation,  taking  a  chair  in  the 
rear,  reserved  for  hjm.  Always  modest,  he  had- at  first  declined   the  offer. 

'The  historic  debate  over,  Douglas  soon  left  town,  while  Lincoln  admirers 
rushed  to  the  stand,  bearing  their  hero  on  their  shoulders,  as  the  rail- 
splitter  begged  to  be  let  down.  In  the  evening  a  torchlight  procession 
was  held  and  as  the  crowd  gathered  in  front  of  the  Glover  home,  "Old 
Abe"  was  called  upon  for  a  speech  from  the  porch. 

In  view,  left  to  right:  1.  Oliver  Gray,  2.  Chief  Shabbona,  age, 

80,  neaily  obscured,  3.  Wm.  Reddick,  Legislator,  Aspirant  to  Governorship, 
Doner  of  norm  as  Uttawa  Library.  4.  John  Man  ley,  Pioneer  Hardware  Merchant 
5.  Burton  C.  Cook.whj  nominated  Lincoln  to  Presidency.  Law  partner  with 
fiioytr.  5.  W.  H.W.  Cushman,  Attorney.  Colonel  of  Civil  War  fame.  7.J.O. 
Glover,  Mayor.  8.  Abraham  Lincoln.  9.  Sen.  Douglas.  10. 
Douglas  Hapeman,  R  porter.  Age  19.  11.  John  A.  Nash,  Secretary- 
's1 reisurer  L-  )  Ut-bafe  For  35  years  treasurer  1st  Nat.  Bank, "Ottawa.  12.  Wash- 
ington Bushnell,  Law  Partner  with  GRAY.  Others  on  stand,  not  seen, 
Judge  Lyle  Dickey,  Geo.  Walker,  first  Sheriff,  Horace  White,  Chicago 
Tribune  reperter  who  met  Lincoln  as  'Abe'  got  on  the  train  at  Morris,  III. 

Painting   and    Research  by    GEORGE  W.  WATKINS,    Ottawa,  Illinois 


October  3&,  19A5 


Mr.  George  W.  Watkina 
630  Catharine  St. 
Ottawa,  111. 

Dear  Mr.  Watkina : 

Thank  you  for  forwarding  information  about  the 
Lincoln  picture  which  you  have  Bade  and  we  have  been  intereated 
in  aeelng  it  although  I  do  not  feel  we  would  care  to  acquire 
it  aa  our  budget  doee  not  allow  for  the  acquisition  of  oil 
paint  Inge. 

Thank  you  for  sending  the  lntereeting  broadside  which 
we  are  glad  to  keep  for  our  collect  ion  and,  of  course,  we  are 
also  keeping  your  letter  on  file  in  caae  we  ahould  have  inquiries 
about  your  painting. 

t   The  little  out  clip  from  the  ^turday  Evening  Poet 
ia  being  routed  to  the  proper  department  and  under  the  aaae 
cover  we  are  returning  two  pieces  -  the  snapshot  photograph 
and  the  sewepaper  which  you 

Very  truly  yours, 


LAW:*M  Idreotor 
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